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   The Malmö 3rd International Philatelic Summit was conducted            
25-27 April 2014. For the third time it was again a well-attended event with delegates 
from around the world - 93 participants with 19 different nationalities. 
   When I six years ago (2008) started the planning for the first Summit, my long time 
aim was to found an event where the world’s leading philatelic exhibitors regularly could 
meet sharing philatelic exhibiting expertizes and experiences in a context with shared 
friendship under social forms. With the three Summits in retrospect, I would say I have 
succeeded - not alone but with a fantastic response from partners as Postiljonen and 
Spink, with great speakers and a fantastic audience with leading philatelic exhibitors 
and collectors in the world. 

 
   The first Summit in 2009 proved that the individual philatelic disciplines (classes) have much in common. If one is 
active as collector and exhibitor in one discipline (class), one way of positive progress and efficient development is to study 
the other disciplines for new influences. The first Summit dealt with postal history and thematic philately. It proved that 
there are less differences than there are parallels.  
   The second Summit in 2012 was dealing with “treatment” and “development” of the story told by the concept             
expressed in a philatelic exhibit. The Summit proved that without a developed and clear “concept” which is story-telling 
too, one will never be able to succeed. One of the statements from the second Summit was that  
 
 

“The perfect treatment can only be reached if you own a large proportion of the 
best material, but you can easily have the best material without good treatment”.      
             
 

   In reality, when studying today’s competitive philately, this statement is proven to be true. Few exhibits without a        
perfect treatment reaches the top level (even though they have the best material).  
   Our hobby is dealing with philatelic material and the third Summit dealt with the philatelic material. Exhibitors 
must select suitable philatelic material which will ensure continuity in the treatment and balancing the strict philatelic 
importance with the importance relevant to the subject. Judges’ evaluation of exhibits takes into consideration the           
philatelic material and relevant information presented. Philatelic material impacts on the importance, requiring an         
evaluation of the philatelic significance, which rely on the degree of knowledge expressed in the exhibit. The variety of  
exhibits at international exhibitions are so broad that it cannot be likely that members of the jury have a detailed 
knowledge of all presented areas. The philatelic material in all exhibits should include the fullest range relevant and of 
the highest quality available. Knowledge is expressed by the philatelic material. Personal study is the proper analysis of 
the philatelic material. Research is the presentation of facts related to the philatelic material.  
 
   This is the eleventh Paper in the Summit Paper Series and this Paper concludes this philatelically important series of 
publications. It’s my privilege to be the author myself in this Paper, where I focus on the selection of philatelic material to 
thematic philately.  
   This Series of publications has became very important because it’s a current footprint on where competitive philately/
philatelic exhibiting stands: - It’s a very serious game for all of us being involved.  
   Again I would like to thank my fellow colleagues who willingly have published their philatelic views in this series: 
James Peter Gough RDP, Henrik Mouritsen, Christopher G. Harman RDP, Lars Engelbrecht, Damian Läge,       
Brian Trotter RDP, Jari Majander, Geoffrey Lewis and Lars Peter Svendsen. The Philatelic Summit Papers will for a 
long time in the future carry on the tradition of excellence from the three Malmö International Philatelic Summits          
conducted. 

Jonas Hällström 
Editor & Chairman of the  

“International Philatelic Summit” in Malmö 
 



 
 

 
 
Jonas Hällström has been the organizer of the three Malmö International Philatelic Summits taking place in 2009, 
2012 and 2014 and has acted in the role as seminar chairperson. Jonas was chairman of the FIP Thematic Philately 
Commission from 2012 to 2014. He is an active exhibitor of postal stationery, postal history and thematic philately 
and was the European Champion in Thematic Philately in Paris (2010) with his exhibit “The History of the Square-
rigged Sailing Vessels”. His thematic exhibit “Maneuver Warfare - viewed through the theories about the Nature of 
War” has won Gold and felicitations for “innovation”. Jonas is FIP judge and team-leader in thematic philately. At the 
Summit in 2014 Jonas gave a presentation with the title “Explaining the philatelic material in Thematic Philately”. 
This is the Paper concluding his presentation. 
 
 
 

 
 
Square-Rigged Sailing Vessels 
 
   This introduction to this Paper aims to introduce the reader to the collection “The 
History of the Square-Rigged Sailing Vessels” on which the presentation given to the 
Summit was based. The introduction also captures and reflects current approaches to 
thematic philately and practice, defined as having a “story-telling” concept in 
philatelic exhibits. 
 
 
Background 
 
   “Sailing Ships” has proved to be a very broad topic and it has allowed me to pursue 
a worldwide approach to my collecting. Many countries have a sailing vessel in their 
Coat of Arms, including a fair number of first issues in the 19th century from around 
the world. Therefore the philatelic importance of much of the material in this 
collection is higher than many would expect who do not collect thematically.  
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   My own perception of thematic philately in today’s context is that it has progressed 
from its early childhood in the 1920s. By then we saw “Generation 1” of topical 
collections presented in pre-printed stamp albums, generally covering one single 
topic like animals, history, etc. and with stamps only.  
 
   Topical philately entered international stamp exhibitions in the 1950s and 
“Generation 2” of topical collections were presented as exhibits. Still they covered 
one narrow topic in general, but now the exhibitors made their own page layout and 
wrote descriptions of the topical stamps.  
 
   Topical philately took a huge step forward when the philatelic material was mixed – 
not only using stamps to illustrate the topic, but also a mix of philatelic material. Also 
the writing-up, i.e. the topical text, began to refer to the specific items’ illustrations, 
which we in today’s thematic philately define as the “dialogue”.  I use to define this 
step taken from topical philately to thematic philately as “Generation 3”.   
 
   “Generation 3.5” of thematic exhibits were the first ones to reach Large Golds and 
Golds in the thematic philately class internationally. The variety of the philatelic 
material was improved and thematic philately achieved for the first time full status 
with the general philatelic public. These actually could see philatelically important 
material treated in the thematic class, with a complementary philatelic “dialogue” 
stating what actually was displayed and comprehensively explaining the philatelic 
material.  
 
   Thematic philately grew into today’s “Generation 4” when outstanding philatelic 
development of the material was first implemented in thematic philately. This 
combined the development of the story (concept) with the importance of the 
philatelic material (rarity) into one and the same operation. 
 
 
The essence of thematic philately 
    
   Thematic philately is fundamentally based on the philatelic material which 
constitutes an exhibit. I would say that thematic philately has three main pillars based 
on the philatelic material. These pillars are traditional philately (TR), postal history 
(PH), and postal stationery (PS). Referring to the different generations defined 
above, and understanding that the different generations are related to how we as 
thematic philatelists mix and develop the philatelic material in our thematic concepts, 
it is clear that there is a relationship between the philatelic material, the concept and 
of course our knowledge related to both the philatelic material and the concept. The 
key issue for thematic philately is therefore how to manage and handle the 
“presentation”. 
 
   In a thematic collection, “the plan” (traditionally similar to the first page of the 
collection) should give the reader an overview of the “concept”. Also, the plan must 
be linked to the title of the collection. In my case, the title promises to show “The 
History of the Square-Rigged Sailing Vessels”. When you read the plan on the first 
page it is obvious that a comprehensive story is told.  
 

- 2 -



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /ArnoPro-LightDisplay
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




