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THE THEMATIC EXHIBIT 

has two essential properties: 

 

1.  It describes a story  

 

2.  The story is illustrated with 
appropriate philatelic material in its 

postal aspects 



Does Thematic Philately have too many rules?  No, in fact there are only FIVE: 

 

1) The CONCEPT, as shown by the exhibit 

  the MESSAGE, shoud be exhibitor’s INNOVATIVE approach and work! 

2) CHOICE OF MATERIAL: Philatelic criteria 

 POSTAL aspects of philatelic material (no private prints or markings!) 

3) CHOICE OF MATERIAL: Thematic criteria 

 LINKED to the theme or development 

4) CHOICE OF MATERIAL: Philatelic variety and quality 

 A WIDE variety and BEST quality 

5) PRESENTATION of the exhibit 

 Understandable, nice looking, clearly presented, nicely arranged 

RULES: GREV, SREV, Guidelines 



NO STORY 

 

An old “motive” exhibit 

 

NOT  THEMATIC ! 

Stojsavljević, 2005 



Still no story … 

… but at least two 
types of material ... 

Stojsavljević, 2005 



A thematic exhibit with 
(although minimal) 
story …. 

Stojsavljević, 2005 



Appropriate material 
 
A Thematic exhibit uses all kind of philatelic material in its 

postal aspects according to illustration, purpose of issue 
etc. 

 
Guidelines: 
Appropriate postal-philatelic material is that which, for the 

purpose of transmitting mail or other postal 
communications, has been issued, intended for issue, or 
produced in the preparation for issue, used, or treated 
as valid for postage by governmental, local or private 
postal agencies, or by other duly commissioned or 
empowered authorities.  

  



MATERIAL 

There should be as much variety as possible 
(both within the whole exhibit and on the single sheet)! 

-  In the TYPE of material:  

    Stamps, cancellations, postal stationery, covers, proofs… 

-  Spatial:  

    Material from ALL OVER the world 

-  Temporal: 

    Material from ALL PERIODS from pre- to modern-philately 



THE PILLARS OF THEMATIC PHILATELY 

© Jonas Hällström 



MATERIAL 

Stamps, meter marks, booklets ….. 



MATERIAL 

…. postal stationery….. 



MATERIAL 

…. postal history items….. 

…. watermarks….. 

…. perfins….. 

…. machine cancellations….. 



MATERIAL 

Artist die 

proof 

Large sunken die proof 

Phase stage die proof 

Chromaline proof 



MATERIAL 
Meter mark archive card 

Postal 

stationery 

variant (no 

black color) 

Proof (above) and issued (below) 

postal stationery 



MATERIAL 

Multiple franking with correct postage 



PROOFS 

Example of material of world importance 

Damian Läge 



Degree of importance of philatelic material 
 

  
•  Stamps 
•  Postal stationery and booklets 
•  Other: cancellations, telegrams, frankings … 
•  Artist sketches and examples of printing process* 
•  Examples from postal history 
 
(*)  Depends on the issuing country and printing hose (e.g. Tonga vs. 
      House of Questa) 



General importance 

FEPA Seminar - Budapest, October 18-20, 2013 

An example of material of world rarity 

Damian Läge 



Specific importance 

For Scouting exhibits 

For Bicycle exhibits 



Specific importance 

For military themes exhibits 

Jonas Hällström 



Non-postal aspects of philatelic material 

Some of the most common such material: 

1.  Postal stationery with added private print (repiquage) 
2.  Illustrations on FDCs 
3.  Revenues (some exceptions allowed!) 
4.  Private decorations on covers and cards 
5.  Picture postcards (unless postal stationery) 
6.  Private vignettes (e.g. aero-philatelic) 
7.  Private additional cancellations (e.g. Antarctic bases, 

research vessels etc.) 
8.  Content of letters, postcards (both text and drawings) 
9.  Non postal administrative marks, that do not imply the 

privilege of free postage 



Non-postal aspects of philatelic items 

Example 

The print on the left (Skopje, date and hour of the earthquake) 
MUST NOT BE USED  



Non-postal aspects of philatelic items 

Examples of private prints on card and envelope 



Non-postal aspects of philatelic items 

Example 

Private illustration on cover, cancellations applied to order 
NB: The cancellation on the stamp can be used, but must be windowed 



Unappropriate material 

Items, that should not be used in a thematic exhibit 

French gravure Belgian souvenirs 



TITLE 

Plan 
page 

Title & Plan, and Development 
are components of the main 
criterion named Treatment.  

Story 
line 

Pag. 2 

Pag. n 

Story 
line 

 

2

1

3 

Note:  
Correctness of thematic facts and 

text and new findings are assessed  
under "Thematic Knowledge".  

No double counting, please! 

TREATMENT: Title, Plan, Development 

© G. Morolli 



TITLE 
The concept of the exhibit: about what will my story be 

Any theme can be illustrated with philatelic material: 

Invitation to dinner, Simmetry, Hands, Angels, Circus,  

Dens sano in corpore sano (dentistry), Orbs of beauty …. 

For some very particular or specialized subjects, there is less material 
available, but the story can be shown at least in one-frame exhibits. 

If the theme is too wide, it is difficult to prepare an original exhibit,  
So it is better to narrow the theme (spatially, temporally, sub-themes….) 

E.g.  Archeology …..  Archeological jewels of Egypt 

 Olympic games….   Runs, throws, jumps 



Innovative Themes 



 

❑ Presence of the introductory page with the plan 
❑ Consistency between the plan and the title 
❑ Adequacy of the plan (= efficient for understanding 

the structure) 
❑ Covers all main aspects necessary to develop the 

theme 
❑  The structure is correct, logical and balanced 

(guidelines: the degree to which a story is told and 
not a list of variouos aspects, e.g. enumeration) 

Plan  
Should be efficient and well structured! 



Both Title 

and Plan 

are BAD 
(enumeration, 
unbalanced, not 
logical) 

MOUNTAINS IN PHILATELY!

!

0. PLAN ! ! ! 1!

1.  Mountains in EUROPE !  2-50!

! !1.1  Alps!

   1.1.1  France!

   1.1.2  Italy!

   1.1.3  Switzerland!

   1.1.4 Austria!

   1.1.5 Slovenia!

1.2 !Pyrenees!

1.3 !Carpathians!

1.4 !Dinarides !!

1.5 !Other mountain chains !!

2. Mountains in ASIA ! !51-65!

2.1 !Himalaya !!

2.2 !Pamir !!

2.3 !Tien Shan !!

2.4 !Zagros !!

2.5 !Mountains on islands !!

3. Mountains in the rest of the World   66-76!

3.1 !North America
!!

3.2 !South America
!!

3.3 !New Zealand
!!

4. Mountains on ANTARCTICA !      77-80!

4.1 !Mountain expeditions 

 



A balanced Plan 
A story is started to be 

told 



A better Plan:  

The main chapters tell a STORY 



An even better 
Plan:  

Balanced, 
structured, 

tells ONLY  

the STORY! 

In the plan keep 

Chapters and  

Subchapters only,  

the rest should go 

on the single sheets 



DEVELOPMENT 
Story line (“red thread”) – details on the sheets 

Story 
line 



Development   
!  BASIC requirements: 

❑  Correct choice, order and positioning of the items on the page in 
agreement with the plan 

❑  Link between items and thematic text 
❑  Synthesis of page content by page (sub)titles  
❑  Treatment of ALL aspects of the Plan 
 

!  FURTHER requirements: 
❑  Balance, given to each thematic aspect and detail, according to 

its importance within the theme 
❑  Depth, shown by links, cross-correlations, structures,  
    causes and effects 

!



Development   
!  BASIC requirements: 

❑  Correct choice, order and positioning of the items on the page in 
agreement with the plan 

❑  Link between items and thematic text 
❑  Synthesis of page content by page (sub)titles  
❑  Treatment of ALL aspects of the Plan 
 

!  FURTHER requirements: 
❑  Balance, given to each thematic aspect and detail, according to 

its importance within the theme 
❑  Depth, shown by links, cross-correlations, structures,  
    causes and effects 

!Example of cross-correlation 

The development of toads     depends on food     and enemies 



Use	of	thema+c	text	in	
development	

BETTER if connected to the items, 
according to your story !! 

Block text on top or in the middle 



Examples of development 

Thematic text mainly in a block on top  
BETTER: 

Appropriate thematic text positioned near each 
item – Story line runs through the page 



INNOVATION 

Innovation is demonstrated by a personal elaboration of the theme, 
that transforms an exhibit from a sequence of classified items  
into an "original" story 

!  Introduction of new themes  

!  A new theme, by itself, is not sufficient, when not sustained by  
an innovative plan & development 

!  New approaches for known themes 

!  E.g. Historical approach, that widens the scope for analysis 

!  New aspects of an established or known theme  

!  New chapters, paragraphs 

!  New thematic application of material 

!  To support new thematic facts 

 



INNOVATIVE THEMATIC USE OF 

PHILATELIC ELEMENTS   



1.  The TITLE is the reference to determine the goal of the 
exhibit 

2.  Analyse the PLAN i.e.: 
"  Consistency of the exhibit structure 

given the goal, implied by the title 
"  Correct order and balancing 

of the main chapters and subchapters 
within a ”red thread”, that demonstrates  
the flow and development of the plan,  
more than a enumeration of the main aspects 

"  Coverage of all main aspects,  
relevant for the title 

3.   Analyse DEVELOPMENT i.e.: 
"  Consistency with the plan 
"  Correct order and balancing 

of thematic details within the “red thread"  
that is based on the sequential positioning 
of each item on the sheet 

"  Depth and width of what is shown 

What should you pay attention to in 
TREATMENT 

In the above BE INNOVATIVE: original title for a new theme,  
original story in the plan, introduce new aspects, new use of material. 



Some more examples of  

improvements in the evolution  

of my exhibit 



Better… Good 



Good? Better… 



Good? 



FEPA Jury Seminar - 
Essen, May 6-7, 2011 

Better… 



Good Better… 



! ! !Judging criteria ! ! !      Points!!
Treatment ! ! ! ! !   !   !        35!

1.1 !Title and plan ! ! !      ! !15!
!Correct, logical, balanced, original!
!Consistency between the plan and the title !!

1.2 !Development ! ! ! ! !15!
!Elaboration of all aspects of the plan!
!Positioning of items and their connection to thematic text!

1.3 !Innovation ! ! ! !      !  5!
!Originality of treatment, new aspects!

Knowledge, personal study and research ! !   !   !        30!
2.1 !Thematic! ! ! !      ! !15!

!Correct, concise text and new thematic findings!
2.2 !Philatelic! ! !      ! ! !15!

!Widest variety and balance of all types of material in!
!respect of philatelic rules!

! !Philatelic comments (text)!
Condition and rarity ! ! ! ! !    !      30!

4.1 !Condition (quality of material w/r to its rarity) ! !10!
4.2 !Rarity ( w/r to its importance and difficulty of acquisition) !20!

Presentation ! ! ! ! !   !   !        5!
5.1 !Overall aesthetic balance, clarity of display and text!

!!
TOTAL ! !    ! ! ! ! !   100!

ALLOTMENT OF POINTS IN THE THEMATIC CLASS!



THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR ATTENTION !! 


